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Give a boy some line and a hook and let him go fishing 
and he can have endless fun. The sport of fishing can 
be done with a simple cane pole or a fancy graphite 
pole and specialty reel.

What a great way to spend a weekend outing! You 
can catch your supper and prepare it (but take along 
some hot dogs, just in case). You can have fun, learn 
about nature, and have the thrill of preparing something 
you caught.

This program is an excellent way to have a family 
weekend outing. Everyone can participate, or it might 
be a chance for a Scout and one parent to get to know 
each other better. Your Fishing Frolic weekend can be a 
super event, regardless of how you plan it.

Scouting Outcomes

This month’s patrol and troop activities should give 
your Scouts

•	 The knowledge and skills to be comfortable in camp

•	 A sense of communion with nature and God

•	 A greater respect for the outdoors and a determina-
tion to follow the Outdoor Code

•	 Increased self-confidence

Advancement Opportunities

By month’s end, all Scouts should meet many of 
their basic camping requirements through First Class. 

Depending on whether the outing includes a campout, 
they may also complete all or part of the following rank 
requirements:

Tenderfoot

•	 Outdoor—cooking, camping

•	 Citizenship—flag ceremonies

•	 Patrol/troop participation—patrol identification

•	 Personal development—Scout Oath and Law

Second Class

•	 Outdoor—cooking, camping, hiking

•	 Citizenship—flag ceremonies

•	 Patrol/troop participation

•	 Personal development—Scout Oath and Law

First Class

•	 Outdoor—cooking, camping, nature, hiking

•	 Citizenship—flag ceremonies

•	 Patrol/troop participation

•	 Personal development—Scout Oath and Law

Merit Badges. Older Scouts can concentrate on the 
Camping and Fishing merit badges this month; they  
should be able to complete many of the requirements. 
Depending on activities during the outing, they may 
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also cover requirements in Cooking, Hiking, Pioneering, 
Wilderness Survival, and other nature-related  
merit badges.

Parent/guardian Participation

The patrol leaders’ council can involve parents in the 
program feature this month by

•	 Asking qualified people to assist with instruction for 
fishing skills

•	 Inviting parents and family members on the outing

•	 Asking parents to provide transportation to the 
starting point for the backpacking trek into camp,  
if necessary

Patrol Leaders’ Council

The patrol leaders’ council should meet during the early 
part of the previous month to plan troop activities for 
this program feature. If you don’t complete all items on 
the following agenda, continue planning at patrol lead-
ers’ council meetings after each troop meeting.

•	 Decide on the site for the Fishing Frolic. If permission 
will be needed, assign someone to secure it.

•	 Plan the special activities. See the ideas on these 
pages. If gear or tools will be needed, assign some-
one to obtain them; seek help from the troop commit-
tee, if necessary.

•	 Inventory the troop’s camping equipment, if that has 
not been done recently.

•	 Plan details of troop meetings for the month. Assign 
patrol demonstrations, covering skills that will be 
needed for the Fishing Frolic. For example, assign-
ments might be

	 Patrol A—Fly-fishing

	 Patrol B—Casting

	 Patrol C—Lures

	 Patrol D—Cleaning your fish

Feature Event

Fishing Frolic

The first thing to remember in planning the highlight 
event is that the fun of fishing is a relative thing. For 
the 11-year-old who has never caught a fish, a perch or 
even a small flounder or snapper can be a thrill. For the 
veteran of battles with 2-pound trout, 5-pound small-
mouths, and 6-pound blues or stripers, a 7-inch bluegill 
can still be fun on a light fly rod with a hair-fine leader 
and mosquito-sized dry fly. The thrill will be even 
greater if the Scout is with his parent.

Planning Fishing Activities

You don’t have to catch a big fish to have fun fishing. 
You don’t even have to catch fish at all to work up a 
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good month’s program. In fact, you don’t have to  
get out of the school gym or church basement to teach 
Scouts some of the elements of how to fish. But, natu-
rally, you will want to go outside if it is at all possible  
to do so.

The purpose of this program feature is threefold. 
First, the purpose is to introduce fishing to the Scouts 
so they will learn enough fundamentals to have fun and 
perhaps develop a lifelong hobby. Fishing is one of the 
most relaxing sports there is, and in this day of high-
pressure living, when we run to catch an elevator,  
more fishermen would probably result in fewer  
ulcers and coronaries.

Another purpose is to emphasize the idea that fish-
ing is a sport and not necessarily a source of meat in 
the pot. The fisherman who goes out to catch the limit 
or stock his freezer rarely has fun. But, if his objective 
is to have fun in the outdoors on stream, lake, or bay, 
enjoying the world of nature to the fullest, catching fish 
is an extra dividend to a healthful day.

The third purpose is to teach good sportsmanship 
and outdoor manners. The use of the American out-
doors is increasing at a tremendous rate. Millions upon 
millions flock each year to America’s waterways to fish, 
swim, water ski, or go boating. Good sportsmanship 
and outdoor manners are essential if all of these water-
ways are to remain open for public use and support 
such a variety of recreation.

Projects for Patrols

The following projects are designed for use at patrol 
meetings and for demonstration by patrols at troop 
meetings.

FISH IDENTIFICATION. The best way to learn one fish 
from another is to use some real, honest-to-goodness, 
recently caught fish. The second best way is to use 
good color pictures such as those found in fishing 
tackle catalogs and in state conservation department 
pamphlets. Catalogs may be obtained at fishing tackle 
shops or by writing to manufacturers. You might find 
help from a local conservation agent or game protector, 
or by writing to the state conservation department.

After the Scouts learn to identify most local fish, 
organize an identification contest.

FISHERMAN’S KNOTS. Usually, the weakest link 
between fish and fishermen is the knot used to tie 
leader to hook, leader to line, or to connect two pieces 
of leader. Some knots won’t slip, but they break faster 
than others. The blood knot for tying two pieces of 
monofilament together; the clinch knot for tying mono-
filament or nylon leader to a hook or snap-swivel; the 
perfection loop; and the line-to-leader knot are easy to 
tie and have been developed for present-day synthetic 
lines. (See the Fishing merit badge pamphlet for how to 
tie these knots.) In learning to tie them, use two strands 
of deck lines of different colors, then apply the knowl-
edge to actually tying the fishing line appropriately.

There is a wealth of computer programs that are both 
educational and fun. Rather than endorsing a product, 
suggest visiting a local video or computer store.

LIVE AND ARTIFICIAL BAITS. Live bait can be a  
couple kinds of worms, grasshoppers, crickets, grubs, 
hellgrammites, crayfish, minnows, clams, crabs, or other 
animals. Artificial baits include dry or wet flies, stream-
ers, bucktails, and nymphs aimed more at attracting 
fishermen than fish. Each has its use and place. In this 
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project, make up an exhibit of different kinds of live and 
artificial baits with notes on how to use them and the 
fish they are intended for. Get the help of a fishing tackle 
dealer, local bass club, or an accomplished fisherman.

FISHING REGULATIONS. While the trend is toward 
fewer regulations—open seasons, size limits, creel  
limits, time of day—there are still regulations everyone 
must know. Write to your state conservation depart-
ment or ask a fishing tackle dealer, license issuing 
agent, or game protector for a folder about regulations. 
Learn the regulations and then explain them to  
the troop.

HOW FISH LIVE. Get help from a fishing expert or 
conservation agent, or refer to the Fishing merit badge 
pamphlet. Make a chart of a local lake, river, stream, or 
bay showing where fish are likely to be found in spring 
or summer; morning, afternoon, or evening; and on hot 
or cool days. Different fish have different preferences, 
and unless you fish in the right place at the right time, 
you will quickly learn why 10 percent of the fishermen 
catch 90 percent of the fish.

CARE OF TACKLE. Refer to the Fishing merit badge 
pamphlet and get help from your tackle dealer in order 
to demonstrate oiling and cleaning a reel, sharpening 
hooks, rejuvenating feather lures with steam, repairing 
or replacing windings on a rod, varnishing a rod, tight-
ening ferrules, replacing guides, checking line for weak 
spots, and replacing hooks on lures.

SURVIVAL SKILLS IN FISHING. Use milkweed fibers, 
the inner bark of elm, hickory, and basswood, or other 
natural fibers (or even an unraveled handkerchief, 
neckerchief, or shirttail) to twist 10 feet or more of line. 
Make a gorge hook, safety-pin hook, or thorn hook and 
tie it to the line.

TROOP DEMONSTRATIONS. For each demonstration, 
try to have enough tackle on hand for each Scout to 
have a chance to practice. You will also need enough 
tackle for contests and games.

During each demonstration, have the expert explain 
the tackle and how it works, show how to rig it up, and 
discuss the advantages and disadvantages of the type 
of casting being shown. Have the expert emphasize the 
importance of safety when casting overhand from a 
boat or pier.

GAMES AND CONTESTS. This fishing program feature 
lends itself to numerous games and contests. Here are 
some ideas:

1.	 Cast at a bike tire, trash can top, hoop, or other 
target. 
Bull’s-eye counts 10. Subtract 1 point for each foot the 
lure lands away from the target. Each patrol member 
casts once. The patrol with the highest score wins.

2.	 Mount specimens of live and artificial baits, 
and number each one. 
The purpose is to identify the baits and name the fish 
for which they are intended.

3.	 Mount pictures of fish found locally. 
The purpose of the game is to identify each fish, tell 
which bait to use, and where you could expect to find 
the fish.

4.	 Provide each patrol with a spool of thread. 
The first patrol to make 10 feet of 4-strand twisted line 
wins the game.

5.	 Provide each patrol with four hooks, four 
pieces of monofilament line, and four pieces of 
bait-casting line. 
The first patrol to connect four sets of line to leader to 
hook with correct knots wins the game.


